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G WHAT IS HPV?

Human Papillomavirus (HPV) is a virus. There are
many types of HPV:

Some types cause warts on the genital area that
you can usually see.

Some types cause abnormal cell changes
on the cervix that you cannot see.

The only way to test for abnormal cell changes on
the cervix is to have a regular Pap test.
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DID 1 GET HPV?

The HPV that causes abnormal ges
on the cervixis smad t ugl  an. ge
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BE CURED?

There is no specific medical treatment for HPV.
Cell changes can be treated but the virus may
stay in the body. For most women, their bodies
will fight the virus so cells go back to normal
without treatment.

@&  HPVS&

CERVICAL CANCER

This diagram shows the connection between HPV
and cervical cancer. The numbers in the diagram
correspond with the numbered notes below the
chart.

It is important to know that having abnormal cel
changes does not necessarily mean vau getc er
of the cervix. A regular Pap *- e ek fi
abnormal cell chan=-

Other risk factors

‘ ’
ormal Mild Cell Moderate/Severe Cervical
Cells Changes Cell Changes Cancer
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Notes:
1 For most women, their bodies fight off HPV and
their Pap tests are normal.

2 For some women, their bodies cannot get rid of
HPV. They may also have other risk factors
combined with HPV that make their Pap tests
abnormal.

3 Having an abnormal Pap test does not
necessarily mean you have cancer. If a woman
does have cancer, it can usually be cured if
found and treated early.

(&~ WHAT ARE
THE RISK FACTORS?

There are risk factors that incr e a woman's
chance of gettir You or.y not be
akla to nge e he f ors:
uyal  erc sea  yo
Sexual, =a2rc sew m: pa ;
all or. par r (i 2or .ale)

4PV Hne  not ,n to lead to cervical cancer.
2 ed: be present with other risk factors:

~.moking

Problems with the body’s ability to fight
infections

Infection with other STDs/STIs (sexually
transmitted diseases or infections)

Other factors not yet discovered

Take control of your health by having a
regular Pap test and by changing your risk
factors.
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